2016 FEDERAL POLICY AGENDA

TRANSPORTATION

The transportation system is the backbone of Central lowa’s economy. Businesses and
residents depend on a multi-modal network that connects them to jobs, educational
opportunities, businesses and services needed to live healthy, productive lives.
Additionally, people are driving less with young professionals preferring to walk, bike
and use public transit, while the 65 and older population is growing and demanding
mobility options.

However, America’s transportation network has been stretched beyond capacity and
fallen into disrepair. Currently, 18 percent of the region’s roads are in poor or very poor
condition and twenty percent of the region’s bridges are considered functionally
obsolete or structurally deficient. A decaying transportation system costs the economy
more than $78 billion annually in lost time and fuel. According to the American Society
of Civil Engineers (ASCE), nearly one-third of the nation’s roads are in poor or mediocre
condition and one-fourth of its bridges are structurally deficient or functionally obsolete.
Transportation funding also results in job creation. Each dollar invested in highway
construction generates $1.80 of Gross Domestic Product, and according to the U.S.
Department of Transportation, each $1 billion in federal highway investment plus the
state match supports 34,000 jobs, and every dollar invested in public transportation
generates roughly $6 in economic returns. Unfortunately, the Highway Trust Fund is
expected to reach a shortfall again by 2021. Increasing congestion due to crumbling
transportation infrastructure and insufficient capacity disrupts the important connections
that businesses rely upon, imposing additional costs on workers and employers.
Accordingly, The Partnership advocates for a comprehensive approach to solving the
nation’s looming transportation infrastructure crisis. Specifically, The Partnership
believes that a multi-modal and intermodal vision must prioritize maintenance of existing
facilities, manage capacity, expand alternative modes, reduce congestion and improve
the efficient, safe, sustainable movement of goods and people throughout the country
and world.

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION

Investment in the nation’s transportation network remains one of the key components of
our economic recovery and future. As the demand for transportation increases, the
financial resources committed to preserve and to invest in needed capacity and service
improvements remain inadequate. Additional long-term and reliable investment levels
are necessary for lowa’s economic future.

The Partnership will continue to work with our Congressional delegation, lowa
Department of Transportation, Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning Organization,
Central lowa Regional Transportation Planning Alliance (CIRTPA), local governments,
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and other key partners to strategically identify and prioritize regional surface
transportation projects. Accordingly, The Partnership supports the following:

e In future legislation, including reauthorization bills, lowa must ensure that its
federal funding is not reduced and redirected to larger metropolitan centers. The
primary federal transportation role must be to provide assistance for the
preservation and improvement of interstate commerce for all states.

e A national transportation authorization program utilizing federal funding must
allow states the flexibility to accomplish national goals within state priorities.

e The Partnership supports designating the U.S. 65/lowa 5 Beltway/Purple Heart
Highway as part of the U.S. Interstate System. Designating this part of the
beltway as part of the U.S. Interstate System would open up economic
development opportunities for the communities located along the route, give
Greater Des Moines a true Interstate ring like many other competitor metro areas
across the country, and possibly decrease current Interstate congestion.
Designation must be approved by both the Federal Highway Administration and
the lowa Department of Transportation. Although no new construction is
necessary, hew signage and a minimum speed limit would be required, and
future maintenance and upgrade responsibilities will need to occur.

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

The Partnership supports increased funding to the Bus and Bus Facilities program. This
funding is essential for the long-term safety and reliability of public transit systems in
Des Moines and across lowa. The Bus and Bus Facilities formula program was reduced
from $984 million in FY 2012 to $422 million in FY 2013 — a cut of more than 57
percent. Formal funding in the recently passed Fixing America’s Surface Transportation
(FAST) Act was not restored to FY 2012 levels. Funding of the Bus and Bus Facility
program at or above FY 2012 levels is necessary for the overall health of public transit
systems in lowa.

The Partnership also supports ongoing local efforts to improve transit service in the
region, including:

e Updating the DART Forward 2035 plan, providing the vision for future transit
service in the region.

e Sustainable, long-term dedicated funding for public transit in the region.

(JT] GREATER DES MOINES
UNITED TO DRIVE ECONOMIC GROWTH WITH ONE VOICE, ONE MISSION, ONE REGION.




2016 FEDERAL POLICY AGENDA

e The Transit Future Work Group’s efforts to collaborate across sectors to ensure
transportation choices for current and future generations.

AVIATION

The Partnership supports the Des Moines International Airport’s Terminal Concept Plan
to create an airport that keeps up with lowa’s growing corporate aviation and
commercial passenger demand. The Des Moines International Airport has a $644
million annual economic impact on the State of lowa. The Partnership believes that as
the current facility comes to the end of its useful economic life that it is imperative to
invest in a facility and space that accommodates Central lowa’s economic growth, and
allows the flexibility that the airport will need in the future.

The Partnership also supports the efforts of the Federal Aviation Administration to work
with the Des Moines International Airport and Ankeny Regional Airport to fund capital
improvement projects and requests Congress to make timely appropriations of the
Airport Improvement Program funds necessary for the capital improvement projects.

Accordingly, The Partnership supports:

e Increasing the current Airport Improvement Program (AIP) spending levels to
$3.75 billion and increasing the Passenger Facility Charge cap to $8.50.

e Eliminating the Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT) penalty on all airport revenue
bonds.

e Privatizing air traffic control towers through the Contract Towers program.

e Ensuring the U.S. Customs and Border Protection Office fully staffs its office at
the Des Moines International Airport by adding staff positions to match staffing
levels with other comparable airports in the Midwest, such as Omaha (four full-
time staff members) and Sioux Falls (two full-time staff members).

e The Ankeny Regional Airport FY 15 — FY 16 request of $536,000 to construct a
south hangar apron to accommodate 40+ aircraft on a hangar waiting list,

constructed by the Polk County Aviation Authority or others and $992,130 to
construct a wildlife fence to reduce or eliminate deer incursions.

(JT] GREATER DES MOINES
UNITED TO DRIVE ECONOMIC GROWTH WITH ONE VOICE, ONE MISSION, ONE REGION.




2016 FEDERAL POLICY AGENDA

RAIL

The Partnership supports extending passenger service connecting Chicago, Quad
Cities, lowa City, Des Moines, Council Bluffs and Omaha, studying the extension of
passenger rail service from Minneapolis/St. Paul to Des Moines to Kansas City, and
continued enhanced federal investment in passenger rail funding.

Additionally, The Partnership supports the enactment of an infrastructure investment tax
credit for, and opposes the re-regulation of, the freight rail industry.
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Des Moines Area MPO/Greater Des Moines Partnership @n GREATER DES MOINES
Priority Surface Transportation Projects
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FY 2015 & FY 2016 Projected Estimates for End-of-Month Cash Balances (as of 10/16/15) ¥/ %/ 3/ 4/
Highway Account of the Highway Trust Fund (Includes FHWA, FMCSA & NHTSA)
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1/ Graph reflects actual data through 10/16/15 and end-of-month projections through the remainder of FY 2016.
2/ Total receipt and outlay projections are based on FY 2016 Mid-Session Review assumptions. Projected monthly receipt and outlay rates are
based on historic averages.
3/ The shaded area represents when the Highway Account balance drops below $4 billion, at which point cash management procedures may
become necessary.
4/ Range of anticipated shortfall: Green brackets denote the estimated window of when the anticipated shortfall will occur.
Source: FHWA
FY 2015 & FY 2016 Projected Estimates For End-of-Month Cash Balances (as of 10/16/2015) ¥/ %/3/4/
Mass Transit Account of the Highway Trust Fund
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1/ Graph reflects actual data through 10/16/15 and end-of-month projections for the remainder of FY 2016.

2/ Total receipt and outlay projections are based on FY 2016 Mid-session Review assumptions. Projected monthly receipt and outlay rates are based on historic
averages.

3/ The shaded area represents when the Mass Transit Account balance drops below $1 billion, at which point cash management procedures may become necessary.
4/ Range of anticipated shortfall: Green brackets denote the estimated window of when the anticipated shortfall will occur.

Source: FTA

GREATER DES MOINES

UNITED TO DRIVE ECONOMIC GROWTH WITH ONE VOICE, ONE MISSION, ONE REGION.




